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S P O R T  
"-'D - -- BULLETS" 
TECHNOLOGICAL IMPROVEMENTS WHICH ARE TESTED ON THE 
RACE-TRACKS ARE LATER APPLIED TO THE PRODUCTION OF 
"STREET" BIKES. 
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ollet del Valles, 191 4, near 
Barcelona. A dream comes true 
for Simeó Rabassa when his fath- 
er presents him with a bicycle. Simeó Ra- 
bassa was then thirteen years old and 
crazy about cycles and cycling. Eight 
years later, his hobby was to lea$ him to 
open a modest bicycle renta1 and repair 
business. Before long, the enterprising 
young man was already building bicycle 
frames for the sector's leading manufac- 
turen. 
It was the beginning of what in time was 
to become one of the most important 
manufacturers of bicycles and motorcy- 
cles -mopeds especially-, not only in 
Catalonia and Spain, but also in Europe, 
Africa, the United States, South America 
and Australia. A firm by the name of 
"Derbi", from the first syllables of the 
words "Derivados de la Bi~icleta'~, famous 
for more than iust the bicycles it produces 
and exports al1 over the world. "Derbi" is 
known and feared on al1 the world's race 
tracks, where, since 1969, it has won 59 
Grand Prix victories in the world speed 
championships and six world titles in dif- 
ferent categories. 
"Derbi" built its fint moped in 1 946. It was 
the SRS, a machine fitted with a 1 1 /2 H.P., 
48 C.C. lresa engine and a two-speed 
gearbox capable of a maximum speed of 
45 k.p.h. This moped, constructed around 
a basic bicycle design, incorporated an 
important technological breakthrough, 
the telescopic front fork, an almost 
unheard-of idea at that time. The SRS sold 
for seven thousand, five hundred pesetas. 
Many different mopeds and motor-cycles 
followed the success of the SRS. Of these, 
the most successful was the "Derbi Antor- 
cha", commonly known as the "Bricky's 
Derbi", a bike that appeared in 1965 and 
that was still being manufactured as re- 
cently as 1 983. 
But before that, Derbi had already started 
to score successes at the competitions held 
al1 over Spain. This was at the beginning 
of the fifties. Josep Rabassa, whose broth- 
er had invented the "Derbi", became the 
life and soul of the competition section of 
the Valles firm. He even took part in a 
number of races and won quite a few times. 
The fint "Derbi" victory came on 2nd 
March 1952. Jaume Pahisa won the Vall- 
vidrera Motocross in the now unheard-of 
"non-expert" category. 
Wherever "Derbi" went, it could be sure 
of victory. Whatever the speciality, 
whatever the category: rallies, gymkha- 
nas, motocross, hill-climbs, speed trials, 
acceleration trials ... 
In 1952 alone, "Derbi" took seven titles. 
Later, this figure was to be multiplied. 
Ten years after its first victory, "Derbi" 
won its fint international competition. On 
13th March 1962, Jacques Roca won the 
French speed Grand Prix on the Clermont 
Ferrand track, on a 49 C.C. "Derbi". In 
1963, Jan Huberts won the Dutch speed 
championship for "Derbi", and in 1966, 
Leit Rosell did the same in Sweden. 
And on 13th March 1966, the British rider 
Barry Smith won the 50 C.C. TT compe- 
tition in Tasmania, Oceania. In the same 
year, Smith also won the Austrian Grand 
Prix for small-engined motorbikes. 
In spite of these many triumphs in the 
Spanish and World Championships, 
"Derbi" achieved its most spectacular 
successes after the arrival of the Zamora- 
born and Madrid-bred motor-cycle rider, 
Ángel Nieto. The other members of the 
team were the well-known Beniamí Grau 
(50 C.C. category), Salvador Cañellas 
(1 25 C.C.) and Joan Parés (74 C.C.). 
Ángel Nieto, driven by his determination 
to become a motor-cycle rider, turned up 
in Mollet one day and asked Simeó Ra- 
bassa to let him work in his factory. Nieto 
started as a cleaner and ended up at the 
top, as world champion. He took the "Red 
Bullets", as the small "Derbis" are known 
everywhere, to the front positions in al- 
most every race he took part in. He gave 
"Derbi" four world speed titles, two in the 
50 C.C. category and two in the 125 C.C. 
category. 
Nieto's first appearance in the World 
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Speed Championship was in the 1966 
50 C.C. competition at the Nurburgring 
track (Gennan Grand Prix), but his first 
vidory didn't come until 1969, when he 
won the East German Grand Prix, on 1 3th 
July, at the Sachsenring circuit. That year, 
"Derbi" and Nieto took their first world ti- 
tle, for teams and riders, against such firm- 
ly. established names as Honda, Suzuki, 
KTM, DKW, Jawa and Puch, amongst oth- 
ers. 
The team's superiority was unquestiona- 
ble, with not only this triumph, but with 
three further titles and a string of victories 
that showed the Nieto-Derbi partnenhip 
to be unbeatable. In 1970, for example, 
Nieto won five 50 C.C. and four 125 C.C. 
races. And it was only a year since the 
two -motorbike and rider- had made 
their debut in the World Speed Cham- 
pionships. 
At the end of 1 974, "Derbi" decided to pul1 
out of the World Speed Championship, 
although they camed on competing in oth- 
er specialities, such as motocross and go- 
karting, with Toni Elias, five times Spanish 
motocross champion and h ice Spanish go- 
kart champion in the 250 C.C. category. But 
their experience in the competition world 
was not wasted. Technological im- 
provements which are tested on the race- 
tracks are later applied to the production of 
"street" bikes. "Derbi" achieved its greatest 
success with the "Derbi Variant", a moped 
which appeared in 1977 and which is now 
sold throughout the world. In 1987, a total 
of 60,000 of these machines was pro- 
duced. 
In 1984, the lnternational Motorcycling 
Federation decided to replace the 50 C.C. 
category with the 80 C.C. category. This 
change meant the return of the "Derbi" 
team to the World Speed Championship, 
with two riders, Ricardo Tormo and Jordi 
Martínez "Aspar", a young lad who was 
practically starting out, inspired by the 
masters, Angel Nieto, with thirteen World 
Championships to his name, and Ricardo 
Tormo, with two. 
But "Aspar" had to' take on the World 
Championship as the team's sole repre- 
sentative, because Tormo had a bad acci- 
dent while testing the 80 C.C. Derbi round 
the streets of an industrial estate near the 
factory. 
It wasn't long before the "Red Bullet" was 
once again crossing the finishing line of a 
World Championship race in first position. 
This time it was in the Dutch Grand Prix, 
on the Assen circuit -the Mecca of inter- 
national motorcycling-, when on 1 st July 
he won the first 80 C.C. race. The following 
year, the "Derbi" team was made up of 
llA~par", "Ch~lmpi~~ Herreros ... and Ángel 
Nieto! who, at the age of 37, was once 
again riding a "Derbi", on which he 
achieved his ninetieth and final triumph, in 
a World Speed Championship race for 
the French Grand Prix, on the Le Mans 
circuit. 
That year, "Aspar" took second place in 
the World Championship. He was ready 
to go for his first world title. And sure 
enough, 1986 was the year. Jordi Mar- 
tínez "Aspar" won four out of nine races 
and took the championship, while "Derbi" 
took its fifth team title and "Champi" He- 
rreros was world runner-up. 
The following year, history repeated itself. 
Jordi Martínez "Aspar" won seven of the 
ten races on the calendar, Manuel Herre- 
ros, "Champi", one, becoming World 
Champion and runner-up, respectively, 
while the Valles firm took its sixth team ti- 
tle. Meanwhile, Julia Miralles won the 
European 80 C.C. Speed Championship, 
on a Derbi belonging to the Spanish Mo- 
torcycle Federation team, created by its 
then president, Antoni López. 
"Derbi" now has its sights set on the 1988 
World Championship, in which it will go 
for the 80 C.C. and 125 C.C. titles, with a 
new machine, built by the firm's compe- 
tition section, directed by Santi Rabassa, 
grandson of Simeó, the man who built an 
empire from a modest bicycle repair and 
renta1 business which now occupies 
60,000 square metres. All for the love of 
cycling. • 
